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to our veterans

If you're looking for well-
trained experienced agents,
with a great knowledge of the
home buying process and the
scope of Indiana’s largest real
l'llter»~' estate firm, call Carpenter!
o Have a home for sale?

SOLD Want to buy a home?

1801 Lafayette Rd, Crawfordsville, IN
765-362-4050
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Secret life of veteran revealed

Bob Cox

Journal Review

A well-kept secretive life
was laid to rest Wednesday
near Cape Canaveral, Florida
in the “Cemetery of Astro-
nauts.” Tom McCarthy, who
grew up in Crawfordsville,
lived a life that included
being instrumental in the vic-
tories in the Pacific Theater
during World War II and later
helped the United States land
on the moon with his job
with NASA.

Nephew Charles McCarthy,
who also grew up and had a
successful career with Crown
Cork and Seal, referred to his
uncle as “the uncle nobody
knew.” It was not until he
reunited with Tom in Florida
where both men moved for
retirement.

Charles visited with Tom
often and had a whole new
revelation of his uncle’s life
and now understands why
the elder McCarthy was

unknown. The work Tom did
with the Navy and NASA was
secretive and he had to keep
a tight lip.

Tom’s father owned the
McCarthy Radio Service busi-
ness in Crawfordsville. The
family sold the business after
Tom’s junior year at Craw-
fordsville High School and
moved to Lafayette.

In August after graduating
from Lafayette Jefferson High
School, Tom enlisted into the
Navy with plans to work in
radio communications. He
was transferred to a newly
formed photograph bomber
squadron which specialized
in photography aboard a
B-24 bomber.

Tom was the First Radio
Man/Turret Gunner on his
plane. He flew many missions
photographing Japanese
encampments on the islands
that were taken by the allies.
Many times his plane would
fly over an island gathering
information weeks before the

invasion started. His plane
flew over Iwa Jima three
months before the battle for
the island began.

His plane would come un-
der attack and he had to man
his gun located under the
belly of the plane. More than
once his crew had to land
the B-24 riddled with bullet
holes. His plane did record
shooting down a Zero during

one skirmish.

The Navy marked the work
of the crew as classified and
the flight crew could not talk
about their missions due to
secrecy. In fact, Tom never
opened up about his duties
until his last couple of years
of life.

After the war, Tom went
to work for Western Electric
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Thank you for your service.

Ben Hur -

HEALTH & 1375 South Grant Ave.

Crawfordsville, IN 47933

REHABILITATION  (765) 362-0905

ASCCare.com
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and NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory where he served
his country again. His proud-
est achievements were his
contributions to NASA’s
Multimission Operations Sys-
tems Office and Deep Space
Exploration.

Tom’s work led to the suc-
cess of NASA landing a man
on the moon, meaning once
again Tom could not talk
about his work. His silence
was part of his job while
working on top secret NASA
projects.

“We had no idea Tom was
working for NASA or what
impact he had on the space
programs,” Charles said. “I
am so fortunate that I was
able to sit down and talk with
my uncle about his life. No
one in our family knew.”

“Tom was able to pull
together the contractors that
led to the success of Apollo
and other NASA programs,’

Charles said. “He was award-
ed many commendations
and awards while working for
NASA, and the family never
knew.

Charles said his uncle’s per-
sonality helped him keep his
secrets through life.

“I found Tom as being very
humble,” Charles said. “He
did not brag about all his suc-
cess. He did his job and did
not expect any fame or praise.
Our family, which includes
his one living brother in
Lafayette, never knew all Tom
did. We never knew.”
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HONORING ALL WHO SERVED
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407 E Market St Ste 102, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
(765) 276-0312 | KEYHEARINGAIDS.COM

www.hopechapelupci.com
110 S Blair St., Crawfordsville, IN

765.307.2218
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We would like to honor and show our appreciation and
gratitude to each and every veteran and their families
for their dedicated service to us and our country!

We send each and every one of you our love, hugs,
prayers and blessings always!

Dutcher Trenching Inc Family
Josh and Brittany McCloud and Family

DUTGHER

TRENCHING,INC

765-362-3308

765-364-1594

806 Kentucky St., Crawfordsville, IN
dutchertrenching@gmail.com

Josh & Brittany McCloud
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Foreign & Domestic Car & Truck Repair
Lockouts - Jumpstarts - Tire Changes
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UNERAL HOME
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Carl Burkhart ¢ Craig Burkhart

201 W Wabash Ave e Crawfordsville ® 765-362-5510
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How military spouses can find
connection, support

StatePoint

Military spouses sacrifice
stable careers and time with
loved ones due to constant
moves to new duty stations,
and hold down the fort at
home during their spouses’
deployments. That’s why the
USO prioritizes providing
community and support to
military spouses. Here are
some of the ways their pro-
grams are making an impact:

e Friendship: USO Coffee
Connections are monthly
gatherings where military
spouses can relax, craft, do
yoga, swap advice and go on
outings. The goal is building
friendships among military
spouses. When Jenna King’s
husband Tech Sgt. Howard
King was forward deployed
to Poland with less than 24
hours’ notice, she says she
found a home away from
home at USO Lakenheath
in the U.K., which has been
hosting Coffee Connections
since the war in Ukraine
began. Because of the warm
welcome and sense of com-
munity she found there, she
and her children visit the
center often. “There’s some-
thing for each of us here,” she
said. “Being overseas, friends
who are like family are the
biggest blessing. And you
can’t turn down free coffee
and snacks!”

o Support for new parents:
Military parents are often
away from family and friends
during their pregnancies and
first months as new par-
ents. USO Special Delivery
presented by Johnson'’s are
baby showers that provide a
touch of home. They allow
expectant parents and mili-

tary spouses to connect and
bond, and 72% of partici-
pants this year have stated

in feedback surveys that this
is the only baby shower they
will receive. More than 20,000
parents have been served
through this program since
its 2013 launch, including 1st
Lt. Erika Pearson, an ac-
tive-duty service member in
the Air Force. She knew her
spouse, 1st Lt. Drew Pearson,
could potentially be deployed
around her due date. “The
USO helped me make friends
that I could rely on if my hus-
band were to miss the birth,
and offered me resources I
could reach out to, if needed,’
says 1st Lt. Pearson.

o Professional develop-
ment: Because of frequent
relocations, military spouses
often have trouble finding
their professional footing.
That’s where the USO can
step in. Connecting service
members and military spous-

es to resources that focus

on employment, education,
financial readiness, mentor-
ship and veterans benefits,
the USO Transition Program
helps military families build
aroadmap to achieve their
goals and positions them for
success throughout the dura-
tion of their service, as well as
in their post-military life.

o Support while solo-par-
enting: The burden of
solo-parenting can be-
come especially apparent
during deployments, when
military family members
must struggle to find a new
normal. For Tessa Michael-
son Schmidt, connection
with her husband Brett, a
lieutenant colonel in the
U.S. Army Reserve, became
complicated when he was
deployed to Kuwait where
there is an eight-hour time
difference, unreliable Wi-Fi
on base, and the added
pressure of being deployed

near the frontlines. Because
they and their two children
have an incredible passion
for reading, the USO Reading
Program has been a blessing.
Deployed service mem-

bers can record themselves
reading a book to their child.
Then, the recording and a
copy of the book are sent

to that service member’s
family.

“They have a real response
when they hear his voice, and
then we get the books in the
mail, and they know they're
books from daddy,” says
Schmidt, who explained that
her children will often watch
the videos of their father just
before bed, so that in a way,
he is present for story time.

The life of a military spouse
is undeniably challenging. By
the USO fostering communi-
ty and providing sources of
connection, military spouses
can feel supported and em-
powered.
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9839 WesTt 83 Norte CrawrorosviLLE, IN (765)362-0603 | 111 S. Washington St, Crawfordsville
BYRY-382-0972 | 765-362-7790 Open M-F 9am-5pm @ Sat 9am-3pm ® Closed Sun

A x 100 Bickford Lane, Crawfordsville, IN | 765-362-2000
icKford

memory care WWW.BICKFORDSENIORLIVING.COM f
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Patriotic Displays: Show off your pride
in America, but don’t forget the rules

Displaying the flag outside
your home is one of the most
common ways we celebrate
our country and the military’s
commitment to service. But
before you do, familiarize
yourself with the regulations
found in the U.S. Flag Code.
There are specific ways
0Old Glory is to be handled,
displayed and retired from
service.

INSIDE THE CODE

The U.S. Flag Code was
approved in June 1923, and is
meant to guide patriotic res-
idents through every step of
the process. Each element of
the code ensures that the flag
is treated with the dignity and

respect befitting this symbol
of our nation. All of the fol-
lowing rules are found in text
from United States Code Title
4 Chapter 1.

OUTDOOR RULES

Correctly flying Old Glory
during the holiday season
involves following a few
simple rules. The banner
should only be on display
from sunrise to sunset, unless
the building or outdoor staff
is brightly lit. American flags
should be flown at the peak
of a staff or stationary pole,
unless they have been or-
dered to half-staff. Purchase
flags that are marked for all
weather, since they are more

durable in rain and wind and
more resistant to fading or
tearing.

FLYING AT HALF-STAFF

American flags are sup-
posed to be flown at the peak
of your staff or pole. There
are regular occasions, how-
ever, when it’s to be lowered
halfway down - including
Memorial Day, which honors
military members who died
in action. Elected officials
may also order flags to half-
staff when there has been
alocal or national tragedy,
the death of a high-ranking
official, or during a national
emergency.

RETIRING THE FLAG

If your banner has begun
to deteriorate over time, it’s
important to retire it with all
due respect. The U.S. Flag
Code provides strict guide-
lines. The flag should be fold-
ed, then burned in a fire that
is intense enough to com-
pletely consume the material.
As it burns, citizens should
participate in a brief moment
of silence, say the Pledge of
Allegiance or simply salute
the flag. Once the banner has
completely burned, be sure
to safely extinguish the ashes.
If you have more questions,
contact your local VFW post
to find out more about local
flag-burning ceremonies.

Deckard Surveying is a proud supporter of
our Veterans and wishes to extend a heartfelt
Thank You to our own Jake Tribbett!

DECKARD

SURVEYING

1517 SOUTH GRANT AVENUE
CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN 47933

765-361-1510

INHONOR - -

Residential & Commercial
Heating - Air Conditioning
Commercial Refrigeration

201 W Market Street,
Crawfordsville
1-866-Hay-Bush | 765-364-9227
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Residential * Roll-off - Commercial

THANK YOU YOU
VETERANS! g

AND SACRIFICE.

(765) 362-0966
700 Covington St., Crawfordsville, IN 47933

.I Guiding you through the legal process
C. Rex Henthorn

HH & \ N / Stuart K. Weliever

Henthorn. Harris & W e David S. Peebles
enthorn, Harris eliever,
Attorneys at Law Scott A. Hoff

765-362-4440 | henthornlaw.com | 122 E Main Street, Crawfordsville, IN 47933

10 | SUPPLEMENT TO THE JOURNAL REIVEW



VETERANS

To all those who have served
and continue to serve,
thank you!

Penguin | 7es-se2-5125
Random 1019 IN-47, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
House penguinrandomhouse.com

1864

Lake 51de

BOOK COMPANY
Honors and

Thanks
All Veterans

Visit us at www.lakesidebookcompany.com

Lakeside Book Company is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action
employer and does not discriminate in any aspect of employment

QUICK SCAN GUIDE
TO MENTAL HEALTH

RESOURCES FOR VETERANS:

Montgomery
County
Veterans
Service Office

Make the
Connection
National
Website

10 VA

% Resources near
¥ Crawfordsuville,
Indiana

YOUR LOCAL 0
FOR GRAIN HAM
EQUIPMENT

WWW.PERRY-EQUIP.COM -« (765) 362.4495
CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN (X))
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CRAWFORDSVILLE &
MONUMENT CO. HICKORY LCREEK

765 = 362 = 06 1 2 Crawfordsville

A Charitable Non-Profit Nursing Home
1799 LAFAYETTE RD.
99 817 North Whitlock Ave., Crawfordsville

WEEKDAYS 9-5 (765) 362-8590
) . www.hickorycreekhealthcare.org
Evening/weekend appts available

REALTY

KELLERWILLIAMS Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

mORRISON
how

OFFICE: (765) 362-5878 | 1721 LEBANON RD, CRAWFORDSVILLE

i i Serving Montgomery, Fountain, Boone, Putnam, Tippecanoe and surrounding counties for 50 years.
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4 ways you can observe National
Veterans and Military Family Month

StatePoint

When was the last time
you thanked a military mem-
ber or veteran for their ser-
vice? November is National
Veterans and Military Family
Appreciation Month and an
excellent time to celebrate,
support and honor service
members.

That’s why Points of Light,
a global nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to mobilizing
people to take action that
changes the world, is sharing
ways you can get involved,
along with the stories of
former military members al-
ready doing so. From volun-
teering to donating and be-
yond, these ideas are based
on the Points of Light Civic
Circle®, a framework that
highlights nine pathways to
boosting social impact.

1. Listen and learn. Being
informed about an issue can
help you think more critical-
ly, make better decisions and
lend stronger support. Check
out two podcasts created by
Military OneSource. Cover-
ing topics like deployment,
casualty assistance, money
management and parent-
ing, they are designed to
help military members and
families thrive, and can help
others understand the diffi-
culties of military life.

2. Volunteer. Hands-on
support is some of the most
impactful work you can do
in the nonprofit sector, and
organizations rely heavily on
volunteer power to carry out
their missions. The Amer-
ican Red Cross is currently
recruiting caseworkers for
military members, veterans
and families. This volunteer

y

role requires some training,
but can be carried out from
anywhere, and shifts are flex-
ible. Whether you're looking
for remote or in-person vol-
unteer opportunities, search
Points of Light Engage, the
world’s most comprehensive
database of volunteer oppor-
tunities around the globe.

You can also get inspired
by such dedicated volun-
teers as Navy servicewoman
and Daily Point of Light
Honoree Michaela White.
For the past two years, she’s
advocated for mental health
in the military, volunteering
her time with Patrol Base
Abbate, a nonprofit that fos-
ters community and purpose
among service members and
veterans.

3. Donate. Nonprofits and
NGOs are dependent on
donations to pay their staff,
recruit volunteers and exe-
cute their high-impact work.

B
b}

This year marks Wounded
Warrior Project’s 20th anni-
versary. You can support its
mission of providing career
and VA benefits counsel-
ing, mental health support,
adaptive sports initiatives
and more, by making a do-
nation for National Veterans
and Military Family Appreci-
ation Month.

4. Celebrate, thank and
honor veterans. Veterans
and their family members
are everywhere - from work-
ing alongside you to doing
everyday things like grocery
shopping, eating at a restau-
rant and more. Consider
ways you can celebrate and
honor military members or
veterans in your communi-
ty. It might be as simple as
thanking a coworker for their
service, writing a thank you
note and dropping it off at
your local VA or sending one
virtually through Soldiers’

Angels. You might also at-
tend a Veterans Day parade
or event in your community
or simply ask a veteran about
their service. These gestures
can go a long way in helping
veterans and service mem-
bers feel seen and appreci-
ated.

Retired fireman, Army vet-
eran and Daily Point of Light
Honoree Tom Schneider is
a great example of someone
who integrates his work with
causes he cares about. Since
2017, he’s extended a help-
ing hand to those devastated
by floods, fires, tornadoes,
hurricanes and even plane
crashes as an American Red
Cross volunteer.

From volunteering your
time and talent, to contribut-
ing your resources, there are
many ways to honor former
and current military mem-
bers and their families this
month.
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TODAY AND EVERYDAY

CHRISTI
HUBLER

=7 CHEVROLET

HONORS ALL WHO
SERVED OUR GOUNTRY

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

1705 LAFAYETTE ROAD, CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA

765'307-2900 SHOP.ONLINE AT
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Hillsboro Hardware
LUMBER & FARM SUPPLY LLC

110 E. Main St., Hillsboro, IN 47949
PO Box 335
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Holiday Viewing

Mix in some patriotic mov-
ies among your traditional
Yuletide favorites

There are plenty of
thought-provoking mili-
tary-themed movies to be
enjoyed, from 1970’s “Pat-
ton” and 1986’s “Platoon” to
1998’s “Saving Private Ryan”
and 2012’s “Lincoln.” But
this time of year offers us all
an opportunity to honor the
particular sacrifices made
by those who are serving in
the military away from home
and family during the holi-
day season.

Of course, time spent apart
during this special time has
always sparked films — as
well as books and songs —
but the plight of our service
members and their loved
ones has garnered an in-

creasing spotlight lately.
Tributes to their service
have proliferated in patri-
otic holiday movies, per-
haps most consistently on
the Hallmark channel. The
network’s patriotic holiday
movies include “Christmas
Bedtime Stories” (2022),
“USS Christmas” (2021),
“Five More Minutes” (2021),
“Operation Christmas
Drop” (2020), “A Homecom-
ing for the Holidays” (2019),
“Write Before Christmas”
(2019), “Time for You to
Come Home for Christmas”
(2019), “Christmas Home-
coming” (2017), “Home
for Christmas Day” (2017)
and “The Christmas Note”
(2015), among others.
Filmed on location in Nor-
folk, Virginia, “USS Christ-

mas” was written by TV
news correspondent Andrea
Canning, who is married to
an ex-Marine Corps fighter
pilot. “Five More Minutes” is
set around the former Fort
Bragg, and was inspired by

a song of the same name by
Scott McCreery, winner of
the 10th season of “American
Idol”

If you're more interested
in the classics, cue up 1954’s
Michael Curtis-directed
“White Christmas” mov-
ie-musical starring Bing
Crosby, Rosemary Clooney
and Danny Kaye, among
others. Crosby and Kaye
run into their former Ma-
jor General while traveling
as musical performers —
only to discover that he’s
now penniless. They band

together to raise money for
their former officer, and to
raise some Christmas cheer,
as well.

Director Billy Wilder’s
‘50s-era “Stalag 17” starred
Oscar-winner William Hold-
en as a World War II prisoner
of war and was set during
the holiday season. The star
of 1946’s “It’'s a Wonderful
Life,” James Stewart, is a
World War II veteran, unlike
his character George Bailey.
Stewart was heralded as the
first American movie star
to enlist, joining at age 33.
More recently, 1992’s “A Mid-
night Clear” told the fictional
account of a brief Christmas
truce between American and
German soldiers just before
World War II's furious Battle
of the Bulge.

Appraisal | Real Estate | Farm Investment | Farm Management | Auction

At Halderman'’s we take a moment
to honor our country’s veterans, both
those who have made the ultimate

sacrifice and those in our

communities.

Thank you.
Since 1930.

ax¥QO0000

Gary Bohlander
765.794.0221
garyb@halderman.com

~

REAL ESTATE & FARM MANAGEMENT

E S HALDERMAN

800.424.2324 | halderman.com

HONORING THOSE
WHO HAVE SERVED

FUNERAL HOME

Since 1900

107 N Grant Ave | Crawfordsville

765.362.0440

www.huntandson.com
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Thank
you for
your
service.

\ BEER-LIQUOR-WINE | 1389 West 200 South
L L Crawfordsville, IN 47933

sales@tomsmarinesales.com
Ken’s Liquor Store

1101 Darlington Ave., Crawfordsville, IN « (765) 362-2505
9am-11:30pm Monday - Saturday, 12:00pm - 6:00pm Sunday

fhanlgybu

Ui P véts come in onNovemberaith

) for aFREE 16 oz. coffee &'donut

VETERAN-OWNED ~ *with properl.D.
BUSINESS

- DONUTS - FRIGTERS=

% JENERGY,DRINKS - BOBA
. DRINKS - SMOOTHIES -

765-307-4073
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Paying Your Respects

Consider a holiday trip
that honors our soldiers’
ultimate sacrifices

With time off each year,
there’s ample opportunity
to schedule visits to mon-
uments and memorials
that honor America’s fallen
service members. Here are
several recommendations,
found from one side of the
country to another — with a
few stops in between.

ARLINGTON
NATIONAL CEMETERY
Arlington, Virginia
Our country’s best-known

military cemetery sits on
land once owned by Con-
federate Gen. Robert E.
Lee. Arlington National is
the final resting place for
hundreds of thousands of
military veterans and their
dependents. Visitors are
encouraged to visit the sol-
emn Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, a white marble
sarcophagus created in 1921
to recognize anonymous
service members who were
killed in action.

Elsewhere, you will find
the graves of former pres-
idents John F. Kennedy
and William Howard Taft,
among others.

NATIONAL
MEMORIAL ARCH

Valley Forge, Pennsylvania

The fledgling Continental
Army struggled through a
brutal winter in 1777-78,
as more than 2,500 soldiers
lost their lives due to dis-
ease, exposure and starva-
tion at their encampment in
Valley Forge. The National
Memorial Arch honors their

USS Arizona Memorial in Pearl Harbor, Honolulu, Hawaii.

service and their memo-
ry. Of course, Valley Forge
is also known as the spot
where Gen. George Wash-
ington’s war-turning ad-
vance later began.

NATIONAL WORLD WAR 1
MUSEUM AND
MEMORIAL

Kansas City, Missouri

The Liberty Memorial
opened in 1926, and was
designated by Congress as
the country’s official World
War [ memorial in 2004.
Exhibits retrace the Great
War and related events from
1914 through the peace con-
ference in 1919 in Paris.

NATIONAL WORLD
WAR II MUSEUM
New Orleans, Louisiana
Formerly known as the

National D-Day Museum,
this facility was likewise
designated as the nation’s
official World War II me-
morial by Congress in 2004.
Rotating exhibits are paired
with an impressive array of
memorabilia. The museum
was built in New Orleans to
recognize the city’s role in
winning the war in Europe:
Amphibious boats used to
transport troops were de-
signed and built by the local
Higgins Industries.

USS ARIZONA
MEMORIAL

Pearl Harbor,
Honolulu, Hawaii

Nearly 2,000 crewmen
died when the USS Arizo-
na took a direct hit during
the December 1941 attack
on Pearl Harbor that drew
America into World War II.

The shipwreck was declared
a national shrine in 1962,
and now honors those who
were killed on a date which
President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt rightly said “will live in
infamy.”

NATIONAL MEDAL
OF HONOR
HERITAGE CENTER
Chattanooga, Tennessee
Officially opened on Feb.
22, 2020, the National Medal
of Honor Heritage Center
serves as a lasting tribute
to the recipients of the first
Medals of Honor and all
recipients since. The center
reverently underscores both
the heritage of the Medal
of Honor and the sacrifices
made by various recipients
from the Civil War to the
Global War on Terror.
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-1 IRE & AUTO SERVICE

“We know tires & service...You should know Pomp’s”’,

114 N. Water St. Grawfordsville
Monday-Friday: 8am-5pm - Saturday: 8am-12pm

-y
_fl (765) 364-0584 POMPSTIRE.COM
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Myers Dinner Theatre
108 N Water St, Hillsboro, IN
f NER (765)798-4902
A TRE
/ myersdt.com

Box Office:
Monday - Friday: 10am - 4pm
Saturday & Sunday (Show Days): 10am - 4pm
765-798-4902 - 101 East Main St., Hillsboro, IN 47949

FOR RESERVATIONS
Call (765) 798-4902 or Visit www.myersdt.com

FUNERAL CARE
CRAWFORDSVILLE » WAYNETOWN ¢ KINGMAN

WWW.SANDERSFUNERALCARE.COM 'f




Service personnel typically
only wear their medals on
special occasions. Otherwise,
they’re likely displayed at
home or perhaps tucked away
in a drawer. Those humble
settings don’t adequately tell
the stories of bravery and
valor behind each and every
medal.

Familiarize yourself with
their meaning before gather-
ing at the family dinner table
during the holidays. You'll
have an entirely new appre-
ciation for the sacrifices your
relatives made in service of
our country.

MEDAL OF HONOR
The nation’s highest
military honor awarded by
Congress is presented by the

president, and honors con-
spicuous gallantry and intre-
pidity at the risk of life above
and beyond the call of duty.
The medal was introduced in
1861, which created the Na-
vy’s Medal of Honor. Specific
medals now exist for the Navy
and Marine Corps, the Army,
Air and Space Forces, and the
Coast Guard.

THE PURPLE HEART

This medal is awarded in
recognition and thankful-
ness to those who have been
wounded in combat. Those
who are eligible for a Purple
Heart include anyone who
served on or after April 5, 1917,
when the U.S. joined other
Allied Forces in World War 1.
Families of fallen troops also

What the Medals ea

commonly receive this award
to honor their ultimate sacri-
fice for our country.

DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE CROSS
The distinguished ser-
vice cross is the nation’s
second-highest award for
military valor, and is award-
ed for acts of bravery that
do notrise to the level of a
Medal of Honor. The medal
was established in 1918, and
follows the Medal of Hon-
or’s rules by having separate
recognition for the Army, the
Navy (the Navy Cross, which
includes the Marine Corps),
the Air Force and Space Force
(Air Force Cross) and Coast
Guard (Coast Guard Cross).

SILVER STAR

The third-highest deco-
ration for members of our
armed forces recognizes
gallantry in action with
requirements below those of
branch-specific service cross-
es and the Medal of Honor.

DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE MEDAL
This medal was estab-

lished in 1918 and is award-
ed for meritorious service in
a duty of great responsibility.
The Army Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal was established
in 1918, followed by similar
medals for the other branch-
es of the armed forces.
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How to Give Bac

Remember the military
and their family during the
holiday season

This time of year is all
about family, but unfor-
tunately members of our
armed forces don’t always
enjoy that luxury. This puts
an emotional strain on both
those serving and the loved
ones who've been temporar-
ily left behind.

The good news is, there
are a variety of ways for
you to reach out and show
gratitude for their service.
You can volunteer your
time, donate money, or help
out with holiday-themed
outreach efforts.

ADOPT A
MILITARY FAMILY

Families who are cele-
brating without their service
member may feel lonely,
stressed and overwhelmed
by financial problems.
Make the season brighter
by “adopting” them. That
may mean stopping by to
help with chores, baby or pet
sitting, or assisting with their
financial burdens. Purchase
prepaid gift cards that can be
directed to everyday neces-
sities like gas, groceries or
household essentials.

Buy a special present if
there are small children
who will miss their parent
this holiday season. Offer to
chip in so kids can contin-
ue to pursue their personal
interests or hobbies, whether
that means carpooling, serv-
ing as an assistant coach,
or helping out by buying
needed materials. Be open
to the family’s specific needs,
and help fill whatever voids
are temporarily in place. It
will be a great relief to our

brave members of the armed

services, while helping ease
the pain of those they’re so
far away from.

VOLUNTEERING
OPPORTUNITIES
Your local VA hospital is

likely always in need of vol-
unteer help, but particularly
during the holidays when
there are special events and
activities planned. Ask local
representatives about vol-
unteer opportunities, even
if it’s just to spend quality
time with the patients. Other

volunteer opportunities may
be available through the lo-
cal VFW, or human-resource
directors at area veterans
homes. Some older veter-
ans may not have friends or
family to spend the holidays
with, and your presence
could make all the differ-
ence.

MAKE A DONATION
Seek out local non-profits
that distribute filled stock-
ings to spread holiday cheer.
They're typically given to
both active-duty service per-

sonnel and veterans. These
organizations may need
help with donations, gifts or
letters, filling the stockings
themselves or delivering
them. If no one in your area
is participating in this fun
and meaningful holiday
activity, consider finding

a community partner and
starting your own stocking
drive. Just make sure you
have plenty of helpers to
complete packaging and
distribution.
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Each of these annual com-
memorations has its own
special meaning

The service and risks
taken by members of our
armed forces while defend-
ing America should be re-
membered year-round. We
also have specific holidays
dedicated to honoring the
military which are spread
out across the calendar
and highlight their cour-
age, bravery and sacrifice.
Unfortunately, some con-
fuse the meanings behind
Memorial Day, Veteran’s
Day and Armed Forces Day.
Here’s what they recognize:

ARMED FORCES DAY

Held on the third Saturday
in May, Armed Forces Day
pays tribute to all active per-

e - N

Know YourMilitary

Holidays

sonnel in our armed forces.
Prior to 1949, each individu-
al branch of the military had
its own day of recognition
for those currently serving.
Secretary of Defense Louis
Johnson announced a single
holiday in conjunction

with the unification of all
branches under the new
Department of Defense. The
Army, Air Force and Navy
discontinued their specific
days, though the Marine
Corps Day continues.

MEMORIAL DAY

Memorial Day honors
those who died while in
military service. Originally
celebrated on May 30, the
date has been permanently
moved to the last Monday in
May as part of the Congress’

Uniform Monday Holiday
Act of 1971. This holiday
was originally called Deco-
ration Day, and commem-
orated sacrifices made by
Civil War soldiers beginning
in 1868. A small flag is now
placed on each grave at the
sprawling Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery on Memorial
Day.

VETERAN’S DAY

Celebrated annually every
Novw. 11, this holiday cele-
brates American veterans
from all wars. The date was
originally chosen to com-
memorate the end of World
War I, as Allied Forces and
Germany signed an armi-
stice on the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the 11th
month in 1918. The holiday

was originally known as
Armistice Day, before being
updated to honor all service
members in June 1954.

OTHER KEY DATES

Other key military-related
dates throughout the year
include the Navy Reserve’s
birthday on March 3, Gold
Star Wives Day on April
5, the Air Force Reserve’s
birthday on April 14, the
Army Reserve’s birthday on
April 23, the Army’s birth-
day on June 14, the Coast
Guard’s birthday on Aug. 4,
the Air Force’s birthday on
Sept. 18, Gold Star Spouse’s
DAy and Father’s Day on the
last Sunday in September,
the Navy’s birthday on Oct.
13 and the Marine Corps
birthday on Nov. 10.
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Sending Your Thanks

Take a moment to thank
those who keep us safe
every day

Sending an encouraging
message has never been
easier, thanks to email,
video upload and social
media. Even if you pre-
fer to communicate with
old-fashioned letters, it’s a
great time to take a moment
and reach out. Being away
from loved ones during the
holidays adds another layer
of emotion to their every-
day sacrifice. Here are three
easy ways to express your
gratitude.

BY EMAIL

Sending an email may
seem more impersonal than
a handwritten note but for
those who you know per-
sonally, it’s the easiest and
fastest way to reach out.
Pack your note with lots
of news from home, with
updates on friends, family
and things of local interest.
Ask if there is anything you
can do to make their service
any easier.

They may want you to
check on people back home,
or send pictures of loved
ones or their pets. Close
with a note of gratitude.

Ask your service member if
there are others who may
need an encouraging word,
and get their email address-
es, too. These warm remind-
ers of home provide wel-
come distractions anytime,
but particularly during the
holidays.

BY LETTER
There’s a reason this
is such a tried-and-true
method of communication
with soldiers. Receiving a
personal note when you’re

miles away opens a con-
versation while providing
an instant keepsake. Let
them know how important
their sacrifice is to every-
one back home. Letters also
give you a chance to share
photos. There are ways to
connect, even if you don’t
have a family member or
friend who's serving else-
where during the holidays.
Military pen-pal services
like Forgotten Soldiers Out-
reach, Operation Gratitude
and AnySoldier can connect

anyone with service person-
nel who might appreciate
an encouraging note. Begin
these notes with generic
salutations like “Dear Hero,’
while thanking them for
their service. If you feel
comfortable, share stories of
your time or a family mem-
ber’s time in the military.
Include a return address in
case they want to respond.

BY VIDEO
Services members may
have access to video con-

ferencing software like
Skype or Google Meet,
which allows real-time
conversations with family
and friends. Unreliable
internet service might
make these connections
difficult to maintain, in
particular with overseas
military installations, but
it’s worth the effort to pass
along face-to-face holiday
greetings.
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WE CHANGE

in the community, state and nation for the
military, veterans and their families.

JOIN THE LARGEST
VETERANS ORGANIZATION

@‘LM\/EM
(L0 DAYFAN DIEVERVIDE

| VETERANS DAY
April 6, 1917 - November 11, 1918, December 7 1941 SERVICES

Cessation of hostilities as determined by U.S. Government. If you
are a male descendant of a veteran of these dates join the Son’s  at the Montgomery County Courthouse

of the American Legion. Ladies may be able to join the auxiliary. @ 11am Sat. November 11
)

= AMERICAN LEGION POST 72

The American Legion Byron Cox Post #72
101 Walter Remley Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 47933 « 765-362-9921

Bingo must be 18 years old — No Children. Open to the Public!
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